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Excellency’s, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends 
 
This statement is given on behalf of the Major Group on Science and Technology (S&T) which works to 
support regions, countries, and communities to reduce disaster risk and build resilience; this group 
comprises many science and technology based organisations, networks and individuals working across 
all disciplines and sectors. We develop evidence-based research and solutions to address disaster risks 
and build a more resilient society as defined under the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) 2015-2030. 
 
The group expresses deep gratitude to all the UN Member States who adopted the Sendai Framework, 
ensuring the role of science and technology is firmly embedded in the Sendai Framework, as 
exemplified in paragraph 15g; 
 

To enhance the scientific and technical work on disaster risk reduction and its mobilization through 
the coordination of existing networks and scientific research institutions at all levels and in all 
regions, with the support of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction Scientific and 
Technical Advisory Group, in order to  

 strengthen the evidence base in support of the implementation of the present Framework;  

 promote scientific research on disaster risk patterns, causes and effects;  

 disseminate risk information with the best use of geospatial information technology; 

 provide guidance on methodologies and standards for risk assessments, disaster risk modelling 
and the use of data; 

 identify research and technology gaps and set recommendations for research priority areas in 
disaster risk reduction;  

 promote and support the availability and application of science and technology to decision-
making;  

 contribute to the update of the publication entitled “2009 UNISDR Terminology on Disaster Risk 
Reduction”;  

 use post-disaster reviews as opportunities to enhance learning and public policy;  

 and disseminate studies; 
 
Member States will be unsurprised that the group's agenda since the UN adoption of the Framework 
has been busy and  I’d like to share examples of how science and technology continue to contribute to 
reducing risks associated with disasters: 

 The role of science and technology within DRR was the key focus of the first major gathering of 
DRR expertise after the Third World Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR).  The UNISDR 
Science and Technology Conference on the Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction in January 2016 gathered scientists, policy makers and practitioners from around 
the world to agree a roadmap for the implementation of S&T within the Framework and published 
a peer review paper .  

 As in the Roadmap, science and technology partnerships and initiatives are core parts of 
implementation.  The scientific community’s Integrated Research on Disaster Risk Research 
Programme, co-sponsored by the International Council for Science, UNISDR and the International 
Social Sciences Council, and is addressing the integrated science issues for implementation of the 
Sendai Framework.  

 The scientific community has also been delivering on UNISDR’s Open Ended Intergovernmental 
Working Group (OEIWG) and the development of indicators and terminology to measure progress 
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in the implementation of the Framework, adopted by the UN General Assembly on February 2nd 
2017. We will continue to support and promote the use of these indicators.   

 As part of our work to build science and technology into the Framework implementation, we have 
also been organising several, regional collaborations including  the formation of S&T groups in the 
Pacific, Europe, Africa and Asia.   
 

With the first reporting phase under the Framework starting in 2018, S&T will be invaluable in 
ensuring this work is carried out in an effective, useful and transparent way. It will be important to 
work across all the frameworks which encompass DRR including the Sustainable Development Goals, 
Climate Change Agreements and Habitat III. The UN Major Group on Science and Technology will 
facilitate collaborative and coordinated approaches of the global scientific, research and technical 
communities. 
 
It is vital we continue to work in partnership with all DRR actors and practitioners to ensure that 
robust, evidence-based policy and practice informs our decisions and that science and technology 
provide the tools necessary to face a future in which climate change is leaving huge uncertainty. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
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